
 
 

 
 

Hawai'i Department of Education  
Title I Parent and Family Engagement Policy 

 
In support of strengthening student academic achievement, each local educational agency that receives 
Title I, Part A funds must develop jointly with, agree on with, and distribute to parents of participating 
children a written parent and family engagement policy that contains information required by section 
1116(a)(2) of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA).  
 
This policy establishes the Hawai'i State Department of Education’s (Department) expectations for parent 
and family engagement and describes how it will implement specific activities. 
 

 
 
1.​ Involvement 

A.​ The Department will involve participating Title I parents in the joint development of its 
State parent and family engagement policy through its Title I Parent Advisory Committee 
(TPAC).  

2.  Plan Development 

B.​ Parents and family members are given the opportunity to provide meaningful feedback on 
the development of the State Strategic Plan through feedback surveys and community 
meetings. 

C.​ Parents and family members are involved in developing Three-Year Success Maps and 
Academic Plans through School Community Councils at each school. 

3. State Support  

D.​ The Family Community Engagement Professional Learning Community (FCE PLC) 
provides technical support and training to help Title I schools plan and implement effective 
parent and family engagement activities. 

E.​ The Department will establish a position within the Community Engagement Branch to 
oversee and lead parent and family engagement work in partnership with the School 
Transformation Branch, other pertinent departments, and community stakeholder groups.  
In addition, the position will lead the design and dissemination of evidence-based 
strategies to improve parent and family engagement. 
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4. Feedback and Evaluation 

F.​ The Department receives feedback from families through the School Quality Survey, 
which is conducted at the state level by the Assessment and Accountability Branch. 
Parents from every school are invited to participate and provide feedback. 

G.​ One of the FCE PLC goals is to develop an annual evaluation specifically focused on the 
content and effectiveness of this parent and family engagement policy in improving the 
academic quality of its Title I, Part A schools. The Department will use the evaluation's 
findings of its parent and family engagement policy and activities to design 
evidence-based strategies for more effective parent and family engagement and, if 
necessary, revise its parent and family engagement policy with parent involvement.  

5. How Schools Work With Parents 

H.​ Parents are assisted in understanding the requirements of Title I, Part A through the 
Annual Title I Meeting at each Title I school. Title I schools are provided with sample 
meeting resources. 

I.​ The Department provides, as appropriate, assistance to parents of children served by its 
schools in understanding the State’s challenging academic standards and State and local 
academic assessments, including alternate assessments, through the SBA Flyer for 
Families, which may be distributed to families and is shared with Title I Linker Resource 
Teachers1 and Title I Schools.   

J.​ Title I schools document how they assist parents in monitoring their child’s progress and 
how they work with educators.   

K.​ Title I Linker Resource Teachers are trained to support schools as needed, based on data 
and evidence.   

6. Training and Support 

L.​ Title I schools provide evidence that they have provided materials and training to help 
parents work with their children to improve their academic achievement, such as literacy 
training and, as appropriate, the use of technology to foster parent and family 
engagement. 

M.​ Title I schools provide evidence that their teachers, specialized instructional support 
personnel, principals, other school leaders, and other staff have been educated in how to 
reach out to, communicate with, and work with parents as equal partners, in the value and 
utility of contributions of parents, and in how to implement and coordinate parent 
programs and build ties between parents and schools. 

N.​ Hawai'i State Family Engagement Center (HFEC) offers resources for families. Parents at 
Title I schools are informed of HFEC during Annual Title I meetings and on the 
Department’s website. 

O.​ The FCE PLC, in partnership with the Hawai‘i Afterschool Alliance, provides training to 
school- and complex-area participants. 

P.​ Title I Linker Resource Teachers receive training and resources to support schools. 

1 A Title I Linker Resource Teacher is provided to each complex area and the Hawai‘i State Public Charter School 
Commission to support Title I Schools. 
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7. Coordination  

Q.​ The Department will coordinate and integrate parent and family engagement strategies in 
Title I, Part A, with parent and family engagement strategies of the following other relevant 
Federal, State, and local programs:  

a.​ Hawai‘i State Family Engagement Center 
b.​ Hawai‘i Afterschool Alliance 
c.​ Comprehensive Literacy State Development Grant 
d.​ Ceeds of Peace 
e.​ Title III 
f.​ Title IV, Part B 
g.​ Title I, Part C 
h.​ School Community Councils 
i.​ Community Children's Councils 
j.​ Full Service Community Schools 
k.​ Family Resource Centers 
l.​ Hawai‘i Ohana Support Network 
m.​ Special Parent Information Network 
n.​ Out-of-School time programs 
o.​ Other programs as appropriate 

R.​ The Department coordinates with various organizations and programs to provide 
opportunities, including transition centers, family engagement conferences, trainings, 
school walk-throughs, and support for full-service community schools. 

S.​ Title I schools provide evidence that they have, to the extent feasible and appropriate, 
coordinated and integrated parent and family engagement programs and activities with 
other relevant Federal, State, and local programs, and conduct other activities, such as 
parent resource centers, that encourage and support parents in more fully participating in 
the education of their children. 

T.​ Starting in SY 2026-2027, parents and families are informed of the Hawai'i State Family 
Engagement Center program under Title IV, Part E of the ESEA through the Annual Title I 
Meeting and resources provided on the Department website.  

8. Accessibility 

U.​ Title I schools document that information related to the school and parent programs, 
meetings, and other activities are sent to the parents of participating children in an 
understandable and uniform format, including alternative formats upon request, and, to 
the extent practicable, in a language the parents can understand.  

V.​ Title I Linker Resource Teachers receive resources that are shared with complex areas 
and schools.  

W.​ The FCE PLC shares language resources and training opportunities with participants at 
the complex area and school levels. 
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ADOPTION 

This Hawai'i Department of Education Parent and Family Engagement Policy has been developed jointly 
with, and agreed on with, parents and families of children participating in Title I, Part A programs, as 
evidenced by the TPAC meeting agenda, notes, and attendance records.  

This policy was adopted by the Hawai'i Department of Education on March 17, 2026.  The policy will be 
in effect starting SY 2026-2027 and will be revised annually or as needed. The Department will distribute 
this policy to all parents of participating Title I, Part A children by October 2, 2026, and annually 
thereafter. 
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Addendum to the HIDOE Title I PFE Policy 

ESEA section 1116(a)(2) Key Components 

1.​ Involvement The Department will take the following actions to involve parents in the joint 
development of its district-wide parent and family engagement policy. 

2.​ Plan 
Development 

The Department will take the following actions to involve parents and family 
members in developing the local educational agency plan under section 1112 of 
the ESEA, and support and improvement plans under section 1111(d)(1)-(2) of 
the ESEA:  

3.​ State Support  The Department will provide the following necessary coordination, technical 
assistance, and other support to assist Title I, Part A schools in planning and 
implementing effective parent and family engagement activities to improve 
student academic achievement and school performance:  

7. Coordination  The Department will coordinate and integrate parent and family engagement 
strategies in Title I, Part A, with parent and family engagement strategies of the 
following other relevant Federal, State, and local programs:  

4.​ Feedback 
and 
Evaluation 

The Department will take the following actions to conduct, with parent 
involvement, an annual evaluation of the content and effectiveness of this 
parent and family engagement policy in improving the academic quality of its 
Title I, Part A schools. The evaluation will include identifying barriers to greater 
participation by parents in parent and family engagement activities (with 
particular attention to parents who are economically disadvantaged, are 
disabled, have limited English proficiency, have limited literacy, or are of any 
racial or ethnic minority background); the needs of parents and family members 
to assist with the learning of their children, including engaging with school 
personnel and teachers; and strategies to support successful school and family 
interactions. The school district will use the evaluation's findings on its parent 
and family engagement policy and activities to design evidence-based 
strategies for more effective parent and family engagement and, if necessary, 
revise its parent and family engagement policies with parent involvement.  

5.​ How Schools 
Work With 
Parents 

The Department will build the schools’ and parents’ capacity for strong parent 
and family engagement, in order to ensure effective involvement of parents and 
to support a partnership among the school involved, parents, and the 
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community to improve student academic achievement, through the following 
activities specifically described below:  

a.​ The Department will, with the assistance of its Title I, Part A schools, 
provide assistance to parents of children served by the school district or 
school, as appropriate, in understanding topics such as the following, by 
undertaking the actions described in this paragraph --  

i.​ the State’s challenging State academic 
standards,  

ii.​ the State and local academic assessments, 
including alternate assessments,  

iii.​ the requirements of Title I, Part A,  
iv.​ how to monitor their child’s progress, and  
v.​ how to work with educators:  

6. Training and 
Support 

f.​ The Department will, with the assistance of its schools, provide 
materials and training to help parents work with their children to improve 
their children’s academic achievement, such as literacy training, and 
using technology, as appropriate, to foster parent and family 
engagement, by:  

g.​ The Department will, with the assistance of its schools and parents, 
educate its teachers, specialized instructional support personnel, 
principals and other school leaders, and other staff, in how to reach out 
to, communicate with, and work with parents as equal partners, in the 
value and utility of contributions of parents, and in how to implement 
and coordinate parent programs and build ties between parents and 
schools, by:  

7. Coordination  
h.​ The Department will, to the extent feasible and appropriate, coordinate 

and integrate parent and family engagement programs and activities 
with other relevant Federal, State, and local programs, and conduct 
other activities, such as parent resource centers, that encourage and 
support parents in more fully participating in the education of their 
children, by:  

8. Accessibility 
i.​ The Department will take the following actions to ensure that 

information related to the school and parent programs, meetings, and 
other activities is sent to the parents of participating children in an 
understandable and uniform format, including alternative formats upon 
request, and, to the extent practicable, in a language the parents can 
understand. 
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